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Final Reflection:

| completed my summer clerkship with the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles. I'm reflecting
on an experience that has fundamentally changed my understanding of what it means to
practice law with purpose. This wasn't just an internship—it was a masterclass in using legal skills
to restore hope and dignity to people who society has written off.

The numbers tell part of the story: | completed a comprehensive 27-page California
expungement guide that will serve as a lasting resource for both attorneys and community
members navigating the complex process of clearing criminal records. | participated in four
expungement clinics, meeting dozens of clients face-to-face and helping them take concrete
steps toward reclaiming their futures. The tabling events allowed me to reach even more people,
connecting them with resources and breaking down the barriers that make legal help seem
inaccessible.

But the real impact lies in the relationships | built with clients—people who trusted me with their
stories, their struggles, and their dreams for second chances. Every conversation reinforced how
desperately our legal system needs advocates who see clients as whole human beings, not just
case numbers. These relationships have been the most rewarding aspect of my summer,
showing me daily why | chose law school in the first place.

The work also exposed me to the cruel reality of how many obstacles formerly incarcerated
people face when they're simply trying to move forward. Watching clients who've demonstrated
years of rehabilitation still fight for basic opportunities like housing and employment has been
both heartbreaking and motivating. It's strengthened my resolve to spend my career
dismantling these barriers rather than perpetuating them.
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Creating that expungement guide was particularly meaningful—knowing that long after my
clerkship ends, this resource will help people navigate a system designed to be confusing and
intimidating. It represents everything I've learned about making legal help genuinely accessible.
This summer has shown me the lawyer | want to become: someone who fights for justice, not
just legal victories. Thank you to everyone who supported my work through the Equal Justice
America fellowship. Your investment in future public interest lawyers makes transformative
summers like this possible, and the impact extends far beyond any single student—it reaches
every community member we're able to serve.



