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Final Reflection:

| am so grateful | had the opportunity to work with Inner City Law Center this summer. Even
though my hope is to do civil impact litigation and policy work, | think hands-on client-facing
work is fundamental to any type of career helping people. | cannot advocate for people’s needs
if | do not understand them and understanding them means actually, personally listening to the
people I'm supposed to be advocating for. While | have 8 years working in this field, coming at it
as a lawyer is such a new experience and legal aid is a great way to get a sense for what people’s
legal needs and priorities are.

SSI/SSDI was a new area for me, but working on the street for 8 years | absolutely know how
important that income is for people’s lives. It was nice to get to do work that has such an
immediate positive impact and on a team that consistently wins life-changing verdicts for
people. It was also interesting to learn about such a unique system. Admin law is a thing apart
from most legal work so it was fascinating to see the differences. While | actually enjoyed
learning to navigate the complexities of the very strange social security rules, it was incredibly
disheartening to see how strictly they were applied. Judges truly seemed to make decisions with
no basis in reality, denying clients who were in mental hospitals literally every month on week-
long holds.

| truly enjoyed both my work at the vital documents clinic which was a lot of problem solving
and my work reviewing medical records and writing an entire 22-page federal brief. Vital docs
clinic allowed me to constantly work around new challenges and come up with creative
solutions for really important problems. It was also somewhere where | had a great deal of
freedom and independence, as you don't need to be a lawyer to assist and it's something I've
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been doing for years. Writing a brief was also a super interesting experience. There’s a lot more
pressure doing it for real but | really enjoyed teasing out potential arguments and watching all
the evidence come together.

Overall, | found the work interesting and fulfilling and I'm happy with my experience at ICLC and
glad | had the opportunity to spend this summer doing legal aid.



