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Final Reflection:

Now that my internship has ended, | am sharing my final reflection for the EJA Fellowship. | am
grateful to PAIR Project and all the wonderful attorneys, paralegals, interns, and staff who made
my time there so memorable. As | had hoped, | was able to experience many facets of an

immigration attorney’s work at an established legal services organization.

| gained a deeper knowledge of asylum applications, which can provide unique benefits to
clients who may have no other viable options for lawful permanent resident status. Still, | believe
the system is inherently flawed. As examples, it imposes a one-year time limit to apply that is
rather inflexible and arbitrary, depends on traumatic details that clients may be unable to verify
due to memory loss and/or PTSD, and does not provide statutory protection to many types of
persecuted groups.

| also observed the practical limitations of working within a small team at a nonprofit. Though
we discuss many official intakes and receive other requests from desperate individuals, we
unfortunately do not have the capacity to serve everyone. The difficulty of turning away clients
speaks to larger systemic issues within this sector, such as underfunding, fewer employment
opportunities, and no right to guaranteed counsel for civil immigration cases.

Furthermore, | was able to support the JFF (Justice for Families) and detention teams. Beyond
preparing a few T-visa applications for survivors of human trafficking, | was granted permission
to visit detention centers, where migrants have been detained by ICE. Many migrants held there
have no criminal history, yet they are forced into the same conditions as other prisoners. While
mass incarceration is a separate issue, | was disheartened hearing the stories of individuals who |
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spoke to during preliminary intakes. Many ICE arrests do not make the news, yet their extreme
negative impacts on families and communities throughout the country continue to grow. Again,
we could not promise legal assistance to most individuals, but | was glad to witness the
detention team’s excellent work in winning bond cases for a large number of clients. Though
winning bond does not guarantee freedom from immigration enforcement, it allows individuals
to leave detention (under various levels of supervision) and reunite with their loved ones while
they await future hearings.

Personally, | am proud of the cases where | served as a point of contact for the client. | gained
practice speaking and connecting with individuals at various stages of the immigration process,
who have lived under very different conditions yet are hopeful about their future lives in the
United States. | admire the resilience of our clients, who have to deal with extremely long and
uncertain waiting periods to obtain their visas, social security cards, work authorization cards,
etc. Despite widespread injustice and inefficiency, many clients have shown us great kindness,
appreciation, and careful attention to detail.

I am also proud of the memo | wrote on exceptions to the one-year deadline. This was my first
opportunity to put my legal writing coursework into action in the real world, and the attorneys
will be able to use this piece as a resource for future trainings and guidance.

Thank you to PAIR Project, Equal Justice America, and Northeastern University School of Law for
this opportunity!



