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Final Reflection:

This summer has flown by! I've finished up my internship and | am now spending some time
back home in sunny San Diego visiting family before classes start up again.

Reflecting on my internship at Greater Boston Legal Services, | am so grateful that | got to
experience all of the different types of work that lawyers in the Workers’ Rights Unit are
engaged in. It feels like GBLS' attorneys really do it all. This summer, I've served clients directly
on matters like employment discrimination, unjust termination, and wage theft. I've dipped my
toes into the immigration world, helping clients apply for visas specifically for workers who have
been victims of qualifying crimes. I've dived into the world of Paid Family and Medical Leave,
helping clients who have experienced debilitating medical conditions or who are caring for
disabled family members apply for work protection and monetary assistance. I've been involved
in unemployment assistance disputes, running intake for clients who have recently lost their jobs
and are struggling to access unemployment payments. | also was able to spend at least one day
at a local workers’ center where my mentor attorney let me shadow her as she worked with
clients in their own neighborhood.

As much as I've been able to work directly with clients, | have also had the opportunity to get
involved in legal research, writing, and policy advocacy. I've written memorandums in support of
our clients’ cases, drafted demand letters asking for settlements, and written a rebuttal that will
be included as part of a discrimination dispute. I've run up and down the floors of the MA State
House distributing literature in support of workers’ rights bills that GBLS is championing and
have been able to attend hearings where former clients and union representatives have testified
in support of our legislation alongside GBLS advocates.
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All'in all, I have been both inspired and amazed by both the volume and diversity of the work
that the attorneys at the Workers’ Rights Unit handle daily—all with just the limited economic
resources available to a nonprofit legal aid organization. | am so grateful to GBLS, the Peggy
Browning Foundation, and Equal Justice America for making my internship this summer

possible. This experience has truly helped me learn more about what type of advocate | hope to
be.

Once again, thank you everyone who has donated and supported my journey this summer!



