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Final Reflection:

Now that my EJA Fellowship at Philadelphia VIP has come to an end, I've had some time
to reflect on what a meaningful experience this summer was—both personally and
professionally. This summer gave me a front-row seat to the real impact of civil legal aid,
and | feel incredibly grateful to have played a small role in helping people navigate
some of the most stressful moments in their lives.

| started the summer mostly working on tangled title cases—helping clients gain legal
ownership of their homes after a loved one passed away. These cases are often
complicated and emotional, but they showed me how something as technical as a deed
can have a huge impact on someone’s stability and future. As the summer went on, |
took on landlord-tenant cases, divorce cases, and even an auto accident case. Each one
came with its own challenges, and learning to shift between different areas of law was
both difficult and rewarding. One of the most meaningful parts of this role was placing
cases with volunteer attorneys. It was always a great feeling to call a client and let them
know that someone was willing to help them for free—and to see the relief in their voice
when they realized they didn't have to face their legal issue alone.

Not every day was easy. There were moments of frustration—cases that stalled, clients
we couldn't reach, or legal issues that fell outside our scope. Those moments were hard,
but they also gave me a deeper understanding of the barriers people face when trying
to access justice. It reminded me how important patience, creativity, and compassion are
in this work.
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Outside of casework, attending events like the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Public
Interest Reception reminded me that this city has a strong and passionate community of
advocates, all committed to expanding access to justice.

There were moments that felt frustrating—cases that stalled, clients | wished we could
do more for—but overall, this experience has left me more committed than ever to a
career in public interest law. I'm really grateful to the team at Philadelphia VIP for
welcoming me and giving me the chance to learn by doing. And I'm thankful to Equal
Justice America for supporting this opportunity.



