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Final Reflection:

My summer as an Equal Justice America Fellow with HIAS of Pennsylvania was the most
extraordinary and meaningful work | have encountered thus far as a law student. As a child of an
immigrant, | had always aspired to pursue law solely because of my desire to assist other
immigrants. | am genuinely captivated and in awe of the immigrant community. My parents
made the ultimate sacrifice by immigrating to the United States when | was one year old. They
arrived in the states with no language proficiency and less than a hundred dollars. They left their
homeland in pursuit of a brighter future for themselves and for me. Both my parents relentlessly
pursued the American Dream, overcoming countless challenges and obstacles. Even during their
most difficult moments, they demonstrated remarkable resilience and determination. This
inspiration and unwavering devotion are the driving force behind my desire to advocate for the
immigrant community. Each immigrant possesses a unique story to share and a distinct journey
that propelled them to seek a brighter future in the United States. The opportunity afforded to
me by Equal Justice America this summer enabled me to listen to the courageous accounts and
sacrifices made by other immigrants as they embarked on their journey to the United States.

At the HIAS of Pennsylvania, | had the privilege of working with the Removal and Defense Team,
which specialized in representing foreign nationals who were both detained and non-detained.
The summer was particularly challenging due to the frequent changes in policies and
regulations. In addition to adhering to the law, the staff attorneys diligently worked to represent
as many clients as possible, each of whom was deeply concerned about the immigration
community. It was gratifying to be surrounded by individuals who genuinely cared about
immigrants, especially during this difficult period. Each staff attorney dedicated every available
moment to exceed expectations. One particular instance that left a lasting impression on me
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was when my supervisor was informed that his client’'s bond hearing had been moved a month
earlier. | was fortunate to collaborate with him at that time to complete several tasks prior to the
hearing. Throughout the process, it was evident that despite the obstacle, he was determined to
represent his client to the best of his abilities and, most importantly, he cherished his profession.
This summer, | shared the same sentiment and validated my genuine passion for immigration
law. | aspire to become more than an attorney; | aspire to become an individual that an
immigrant can trust and confide in. | want them to recognize that they have an advocate who
goes beyond merely adhering to the law and recognizes the individual’s unique circumstances.

Throughout my internship, | gained a comprehensive understanding of the pivotal role of
research in the legal domain. My supervisors granted me the opportunity to engage in a diverse
range of assignments. Notably, | contributed to drafting a brief for an Immigration Judge in a
Convention Against Torture case involving a detained individual. This case entailed extensive
research, encompassing the creation of a country conditions report for the client’s birthplace
and the determination of whether the harm he endured constituted torture. Initially, the
research process presented challenges. Nevertheless, the assignment of numerous memos and
legal drafts progressively bolstered my confidence in administrative law research. Furthermore,
the internship necessitated consistent monitoring and adaptation to the evolving immigration
policies and caselaw. | was required to remain vigilant to changes in order to provide clients with
accurate information. While this skill was demanding, it was essential to ensure that | was
delivering the most up-to-date information to my clients. Nevertheless, | recognize the
imperative to continuously develop and refine this skill set. Consequently, this internship has
shaped my future plans to advocate for the immigrant community, especially now.



