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Final Reflection:

This summer has been a truly incredible experience for many reasons. First, right off the
bat, | noticed that the people | would be working with (interns, attorneys, and support staff)
were very kind and created an inclusive environment. Because of this immediate kindness
shown, | was never afraid to ask questions when | needed help. This really helped make my
experience great because | tend to be very shy when beginning new experiences. Second, the
type of work the Community Justice Project does is really important and impactful work. Largely,
the work they did this summer involved housing claims, including evictions, living conditions,
and lead paint issues. Specifically, | was able to work on projects such as writing memos
involving the Fair Housing Act, drafting briefs and motions, and conducting research on a variety
of housing topics. In fact, my first assignment was preparing a reply brief, which was a project |
had never attempted before. | was very grateful to have been given the opportunity to try at
that, even though | was really unfamiliar with it. After that, a large part of my daily duties
involved researching various topics, including constitutional issues. Constitutional law was a
class that | struggled with in 1L, so being able to work more in this area with the guidance of my
supervising attorney made the area a lot less daunting. Specific topics included research into the
Pennsylvania Constitution and the U.S. Constitution on the takings clauses, due process clauses,
non-delegation clauses, and more. Through these experiences, | was able to expand my
knowledge to include a whole new area of law that | previously had no experience in.

Further, | was very grateful that the Community Justice Project gave me the opportunity
to research into immigration laws because my main interest is in immigration law. | was able to
research into immigration enforcement, immigration agreements, and stay up to date on
immigration generally. | wrote two memos on immigration topics, so | was able to work on my
legal writing skills while also learning more about an area | really care about. In sum, my summer
with the Community Justice Project was an amazing experience and | am so grateful to have
been able to spend my summer doing such impactful work with a caring group of people. Thank
you so much to Equal Justice America for providing me with additional funding to make
spending a summer in Pittsburgh possible!



