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Final Reflection:

| can’t believe that my summer internship with Legal Clinic for the Disabled is over and that next
week | start my 2L year at Temple Law. This summer was an amazing learning opportunity. | got
to work with so many smart, compassionate, and hard-working attorneys at this internship.

LCD is a legal aid organization that serves low-income people with disabilities. Although clients
need to meet income eligibility criteria and must identify within a broad spectrum of disabilities,
the clinic does not turn down clients based on the likelihood that they can win their case. In fact,
in many of the housing cases | observed during my summer at LCD, the odds were stacked
heavily against the client. Many clients were experiencing hardships due to factors out of their
control, including poverty and disability, and had as a result fallen behind on their rent.
Unfortunately, based on my perception after weeks of sitting in Landlord-Tenant Court, many
judges—and perhaps the law itself—seem to favor landlords in these disputes. As a result, it was
rare to see a judge rule in favor of one of our clients.

At first, this was upsetting to me. It felt to me like the legal system was biased against poor and
disabled tenants in a way that was fundamentally unfair. Furthermore, | wondered how it would
feel to work as a lawyer, showing up to court week after week knowing that your client would
likely lose. However, by the end of the summer, my perspective changed.

| learned that one of the foundational principles of legal aid is that clients who cannot otherwise
afford a lawyer have better outcomes when they have legal representation. The outcome might
not always be having a judge rule in their favor and winning the case, or feeling like justice was
served. But many times, with legal representation the clients are able to reach agreements with


https://www.linkedin.com/preload/

@ EQUAL JUSTICE AMERICA

their landlords that avoid outcomes like eviction and that can sometimes save the clients
thousands of dollars. And, importantly, the clients do not have to go into the courtroom alone.
For many clients, having a lawyer means that they have somebody who actually listens to them
and is fighting for them. For LCD's clients, many of whom have experienced trauma, this was
important.

| am so grateful to have gotten the opportunity to spend my summer at LCD. I'm also very
grateful to Equal Justice America for providing me with funding so that | could afford to pursue
an unpaid internship. I'm excited to continue on my journey towards becoming a public interest
lawyer as | start my 2L year!
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