
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Reflection:  

My last day interning in Community Legal Services’ Energy Unit was this past Friday. At the end 

of my ten-week internship, I feel that I can confidently say that I furthered not only my 

traditional legal skills, like research and writing, but also had the opportunity to flex my 

"empathy muscles”, for lack of a better word. Before coming to work in legal aid, I’ve always 

considered myself to be someone that tries to consider another person’s point of view in 

addition to my own. While this has served me well in schools, clubs, friendships – even reading 

the news, it has been something different using these skills with clients and the utility companies 

that I have been communicating with on behalf of Philadelphians.  

 

These experiences have allowed me to learn not only the substance of energy law, but also the 

more humane aspects of legal aid. The clients that I have been privileged to work with have 

welcomed me into their lives and trusted me to help advocate for them with utility companies. 

For instance, I have counseled many clients – who are often going through undue stress – 

throughout the day.  

 

My experience has shown that although the temperature has continued to rise this summer, 

utility companies remain strict about their shutoff requirements. In the few weeks I’ve been at 

CLS, I’ve seen families had their electric shut off for as low as $70. I’ve also seen elderly folks who 

rely on electricity for life-sustaining oxygen machines face the possibility of having their energy 

terminated. I've had to put myself in the shoes of clients living through disparate situations from 

what I've ever experienced and advocate -- through emails, calls, etc. -- on their behalf with 

corporate representatives. While I can’t always solve everything, I can be in their corner. My time 

at CLS has been transformative and I leave my internship a better advocate than when I started. 
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As always, I am thankful for the support of Temple University - James E. Beasley School of Law 

fellowships, Equal Justice America, and the encouragement of those in my corner which have 

allowed me to work in legal aid. Most public interest internships are unpaid – a barrier that 

makes working with and for low-income folks challenging, especially in our current climate. If 

you feel called to help fund legal opportunities with Equal Justice America for future law 

students, consider donating. 
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