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Final Reflection:
My summer at LASP has been a transformative part of my legal education thus far. | had the privilege

of working with dedicated, welcoming, and patient public interest attorneys who took every
opportunity to explain their work to me and get me involved in what they do. Working at LASP, | was
exposed to a broad range of civil legal services, including custody, landlord/tenant, bankruptcy,
mortgage foreclosure, PFA, public housing, employment, pardon/expungement, and veterans’ issues.
Having never drafted legal documents before, | was thrilled by the opportunities to draft petitions to
the court, including custody petitions and petitions to stay eviction. Outside of the court, | also had
the opportunity to write negotiation letters to landlords and closing letters to clients whose legal
work was completed. Putting the research skills | gained in law school to good use, | drafted memos
on niche legal questions to support our attorneys. Seeing how the abstract legal work of law school
is applied in real practice helped to hone my understanding and focus in legal research.

With a background in public defense, | wanted to use my 1L summer to expand my toolkit and learn
more about the civil legal issues our indigent clients face every day. My previous work had taught me
that my clients experienced many intersecting legal challenges while caught in the criminal system,
but before this summer, | had very little knowledge of what services or options those clients would
have. My internship at LASP, with the support of EJA, has afforded me a more well-rounded and
holistic view of the legal problems my community faces every day. | am so grateful to my supervisors
and colleagues, and | am eager to take what | have learned this summer to help me continue to serve
the communities | care most about. As a future public interest attorney, | find that it is increasingly
important to take an intersectional approach to legal practice and to form connections with a
network of other public interest attorneys. | am confident that the connections that | have made this
summer will help me and my future clients in the Philadelphia-area in the future.



