
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Reflection:  

My summer legal internship at the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

(MALDEF) was an unforgettable experience. I am proud to have been a part of the nation’s 

leading Latine legal civil rights organization and to have been able to contribute to the mission 

of protecting and defending the rights of all Latine individuals living in the United States.  

 

This past summer, I had the privilege of working on MALDEF’s federal redistricting case. We 

represent organizations challenging Texas redistricting plans for State House and Congress. Our 

overarching claims are that these plans discriminate against Latine voters and weaken the voting 

strength of the Latine community, thus denying them fair representation.  

 

My summer started with providing on-site support for the trial in El Paso, Texas. I am grateful for 

the experience of attending federal court and observing the intricacies of litigation. I got to 

appreciate the preparation and dedication that trial advocacy entails. Furthermore, it was 

inspiring to witness the incredible work from the MALDEF team and other attorneys from 

various organizations and firms at trial.  

 

The work that I got to do at MALDEF was fascinating and challenging. While at trial, I helped 

prepare the cross-examination of witnesses, compiled exhibits, and conducted extensive 

legislative research, among other things. After trial, I worked in the San Antonio office on post-

trial assignments and filings. I conducted legal research regarding constitutional law, the 

legislative privilege, and the federal rules of evidence. Additionally, I got the opportunity to draft 

findings of fact.  
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Through this experience, I got to learn in-depth about the Voting Rights Act, the Fourteenth 

Amendment, and redistricting. A state violates the Fourteenth Amendment when its actions 

fence out racial groups and dilute their votes in the political process. A democracy rests on the 

notion that every person's vote holds equal weight. Therefore, protecting everyone’s right to 

participate equally in the political process is crucial. Being able to assess events or outcomes 

from events, such as Texas’ special legislative session where mid-decade redistricting was added, 

is essential to ensure that no communities' votes are diluted.  

 

This summer experience has been immensely valuable. I am proud and grateful to have had the 

opportunity to learn from and work alongside incredible attorneys and talented law clerks on 

ensuring the constitutionality of our elections. I am looking forward to continuing to fight for 

the civil rights of all.  

 

Once again, I am deeply thankful to have received an Equal Justice America fellowship award to 

be engaged in this meaningful work during the summer. It fills me with hope to be supported by 

an organization that funds opportunities for law students to create a more fair and equitable 

legal system by advocating for people that need critical civil legal services. I am committed to 

carrying with me the EJA values of equal justice for the rest of my journey in public interest law. 

 

 

 


