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Final Reflection:

My internship with MALDEF has concluded, and | am deeply grateful to the attorneys and
support staff at the San Antonio office, as well as my fellow interns, for an incredible experience.

This summer, | worked primarily on a Texas redistricting case. MALDEF represents plaintiff
individuals and organizations who claim Texas' legislative maps racially discriminate against
Latinos and dilute Latino voting strength, violating the Fourteenth Amendment and the federal
Voting Rights Act, respectively.

Trial began at the start of my internship, and it was full steam ahead from there. The other
interns and | worked together to understand the complexities of election law and offered trial
support to the attorneys arguing in federal court. Those first few weeks gave me an inside look
at what trial advocacy looks like, and the sheer amount of work that goes into being prepared
for trial.

While the work was challenging, its importance never escaped me. Last week, the Voting Rights
Act turned 60 years old. Today, many Americans, especially black and brown people in the
Soutbh, still face barriers to voting and the dilution of their votes. The VRA is therefore necessary
to ensure every American can participate equally in the political process.

After trial concluded, | worked on post-trial filings involving plaintiffs’ malapportionment claim.
This required that | research the Supreme Court’s “one person, one vote” decisions. By the end
of my internship, | felt | had a good grasp of an important and fascinating area of the law.
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| truly couldn’t have asked for a better summer experience than the one | got at MALDEF. |
worked with talented attorneys who taught me so much about legal writing, trial advocacy, and
impact litigation. | also worked with a wonderful team of interns, who made going to work every
day a true pleasure. Soon, I'll return to law school for my 2L year, invigorated by the legal
training | received at MALDEF.

Thank you to Equal Justice America and the William Wayne Justice Center at The University of
Texas School of Law for making this experience possible!



