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Final Reflection:

Thanks to the financial support | received from Equal Justice America, | was able to serve
a community in desperate need of help: the immigrant community. More specifically, | was able
to assist people in immigration court proceedings, detained and non-detained.

Working at American Gateways as a legal intern has shifted my perspectives, my
priorities, and my outlook in life. This summer | prepared a bond package for a mother and her
five-year old who were detained at the South Texas Family Residential Center. With the
guidance of my supervisor, | interviewed the mother’s partner (and the son’s step-dad), also in
immigration court proceedings. My task was to create a declaration as to why he needed his
wife and son released from detention. But is a declaration needed in order to advocate for
family reunification? | wondered a lot of things throughout the interview, and | had a difficult
time fighting my emotions and simply wanting to cry alongside him. During our interview, the
father received a call from the detention center. This was good, | could get additional details
needed for the bond package. But then | heard the five-year-old tell his dad, in Spanish, “Dad,
I'm at the police's house, when are you going to come get me?” Almost instinctively | put my
hand on his hand and tried my best not to cry with him.

Immigration work, especially during this administration, is incredibly difficult. The fate of
the applicants is not even on the merits of their claim, nor on the merits of the advocate’'s work.
It's almost always in the hands of one person. | am very proud to say that the bond package that
my supervisor and | prepared was approved, and our clients were released.

But that wasn't the case for all of the clients. At my first PAPA Clinic, a clinic started by
American Gateways to provide immigration assistance to people attending pro-se, | witnessed a
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woman and her child be detained after her proceedings were dismissed. This was my first time
inside an immigration court, and it was not easy to witness this at all. It served as a reality check.
Now more than ever we need all hands on deck. Unfortunately, not everyone has the ability to
work an unpaid internship. EJA’s work to bridge the gap between public interest students and
the underpaid internships assures that every person, regardless of immigration status and
socioeconomic circumstances, gets the representation they deserve. And for that, | am very
grateful to have been chosen to be an EJA Fellow for Summer 2025.



