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Final Reflection:

This summer, | had the privilege of working at the intersection of asylum law and LGBTQAI+
rights—an experience that was as humbling as it was galvanizing. My work took place against
the backdrop of an America that is openly hostile to queer and trans people, immigrants, and
especially those who live at the intersection of both identities. Each day underscored the stakes
of this work: for my clients, the outcome of a case often meant the difference between safety
and violence, dignity and erasure.

Over the course of my internship, | supported attorneys preparing asylum applications for clients
fleeing persecution in their home countries due to sexual orientation, gender identity, and/or
HIV status. | drafted applications and declarations that told the stories of people who had
survived unimaginable trauma. One of the most powerful moments of my summer came when |
sat with a client as they shared finally feeling safe to live their authentic selves once in the US. To
bear witness to that moment, and then to help translate it into legal advocacy, reminded me
why | came to law school in the first place.

| learned how to gather corroborating evidence in situations where clients could not safely
contact family or return to their home country for documentation. | saw firsthand how fear of
being outed—even in an asylum interview—can silence applicants, making it harder to prove
claims. These hurdles taught me not only the technical aspects of asylum law but also the
necessity of trauma-informed and client-centered advocacy.

The victories, though sometimes small, were deeply meaningful. The most memorable and
rewarding moment was finding out a client had received asylum following their interview with
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an officer who had been fairly gruff with them. Moments like that reinforced the truth that
advocacy is not just about winning cases—it is also about affirming dignity along the way.
Personally and professionally, this summer cemented my commitment to pursuing a career
involving helping people and continually advocating for the rights of all individuals. | learned
resilience from my clients, whose courage in telling their stories in a hostile climate continues to
inspire me. | also grew as an advocate, sharpening my legal writing and research skills while
learning how to listen more deeply and lead with empathy and humility.

This work matters because it affirms that justice is not abstract—it is lived, fought for, and
protected in each client’s story. Fellowships like this make it possible for students like me to
stand alongside people whose voices are too often silenced, and for that, | am profoundly
grateful.



