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Final Reflection:

As | conclude my Equal Justice America fellowship at the Disability Rights Education &
Defense Fund (DREDF), | am struck by how this summer has woven together threads of law,
policy, advocacy, and lived experience into one continuous fight for dignity. From the first week,
| was immersed in the statutes that anchor disability rights—8§§ 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation
Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, IDEA, the Fair Housing Amendments Act, and more. Yet

the true lesson of the summer was that rights on paper are fragile unless constantly defended in
practice.

The work unfolded against a turbulent backdrop: federal threats such as “wellness farms”
that echo the isolation of early colonies, Medicaid cuts that strip away home-based supports,
and the passage of the so-called "One Big, Beautiful Bill,” which gutted services that keep
disabled people living independently. At DREDF, | saw how a nonprofit civil rights law and policy
center must move on all fronts at once—drafting amicus briefs like LW. v. Skrmetti to defend
trans youth, filing comments to resist attempts to narrow immigrant access to public benefits,
and speaking out against executive orders that attempt to revive mass institutionalization under
the guise of “public safety.”

My individual projects connected directly to this broader mission. | led intake calls with
potential clients, sharpening my people-facing skills and hearing firsthand how inaccessible
housing, denied accommodations, or systemic bias disrupts daily life. | worked on rewording
litigation materials in source-of-income discrimination cases, protecting the rights of Section 8
voucher holders, and carefully crafted legal memoranda for demand letters on behalf of
Disabled Student Advocacy organizations across California. These tasks—sometimes small in
scope, sometimes sweeping—taught me that precision in language is itself an act of justice.
What stays with me most are the lessons of accessibility and identity. In our educational
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sessions, | learned that accessibility is not merely a technical requirement but a declaration of
belonging.

This fellowship has shown me that disability rights are inseparable from broader human
rights. They touch housing, health care, education, immigration, and democracy itself. The
victories we achieve—a refined brief, a clarified demand letter, a client who feels heard—are
building blocks for systemic change. | leave DREDF more grounded, more determined, and more
committed to ensuring that disability justice remains at the center of civil rights law in this
country.



