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Final Reflection:

As my summer fellowship comes to an end, | want to extend my deepest gratitude to Equal
Justice America for supporting my work with Public Counsel’'s Community Development Project
(CDP) in Los Angeles. This experience has been incredibly meaningful, both personally and
professionally, and has further affirmed my commitment to pursuing a career in public interest
law. The work | did with this firm was fulfilling for me as a person and as a student, and I'm so
grateful for the opportunity | was given.

Throughout the summer, | had the chance to engage directly with clients, many of whom faced
significant legal and economic barriers. | worked one-on-one with small business owners,
nonprofit leaders, and community members, helping them navigate complex legal issues with
clarity and compassion. | also drafted contracts and other transactional documents designed to
promote community stability and economic empowerment and worked on policy briefs and
Know Your Rights presentations that we shared with entrepreneurs and community members
affected by the ICE raids.

In addition to client advocacy, | conducted extensive legal research and drafted memoranda on
a range of issues, including affordable housing, nonprofit governance, and equitable access to
economic resources. These projects helped inform litigation and policy strategies and allowed
me to deepen my understanding of the structural challenges facing lowincome communities.

One particularly impactful experience was attending a TRO hearing between a coalition of public
interest firms, including Public Counsel, and ICE agents represented by the US government.
Observing the proceedings and seeing the direct effect of legal representation on an individual's
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safety and well-being reinforced the critical role of public interest attorneys in delivering justice
where it is most needed.

I'm incredibly grateful to the attorneys, social workers, and staff at Public Counsel for their
mentorship and trust throughout the summer. Their commitment to community-centered
advocacy inspired me every day. Most importantly, | am so thankful to Equal Justice America for
making this experience possible. Your support enabled me to grow as a future public interest
lawyer, and | carry the lessons from this summer forward with deep appreciation and renewed
purpose.



