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Final Reflection:

As the Summer wraps up, | feel extremely grateful to have spent it with Legal Aid. Before law school, |
worked at a legal aid in Alton, lllinois, as a caseworker. My work there was what brought me to law
school -- I thoroughly enjoyed working directly with clients, assessing their needs, and getting to
know their stories. However, as a caseworker, | felt that | kept hitting a "ceiling" for how | could
actually assist them with their legal issues. As a law clerk, | felt that | was working toward a far more
fulfilling career. | was actually able to speak in court on behalf of my clients, suggest creative legal
arguments and draft declarations for domestic violence survivors. | feel even more confident that |
have chosen the right path.

Throughout the summer, | found myself contemplating the differences between the needs and
circumstances of my clients in Santa Monica compared to my clients in Alton. While the majority of
both populations | served were facing eviction, the laws in each place are vastly different. Seeing how
both set of laws functioned practically inspired me to consider policy-oriented research to try and
promote the strongest housing protections and mitigate harmful statutes. Further, the differences
between the needs and goals of rural communities versus those in LA highlighted to me the
importance of direct-client work and community-led work. Even someone who has spent years
working on one legal issue may not fully appreciate the needs of a different community facing that
same issue. Following this line of thought, while impact litigation is incredibly important, working in
both legal aids affirmed my belief protecting legal rights requires skilled attorneys on the ground as
well.

| am thankful for the Santa Monica LAFLA team for teaching me so much about their practice and
how they help clients from a holistic perspective. | am thankful for my clients who allowed me to get
to know them and assist them during a time of crisis, and | am thankful for Equal Justice America for
allowing me to choose this line of work for my 1L summer.



