@ EQUAL JUSTICE AMERICA

Summer 2025
EJA FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENT

NAME Dana Lauchner
LAW SCHOOL | William & Mary Law School

ORGANIZATION  Legal Aid Justice Center

Final Reflection:

This summer, | had the immense privilege of serving as an Equal Justice America Fellow with the
Youth Justice Program at the Legal Aid Justice Center (LAJC) in Richmond, VA. As my fellowship
ends, I've been reflecting not only on the individual cases | worked on, but on the broader
lessons I'll carry with me—about advocacy, community, and the deep value of legal aid.

Much of my work centered on special education advocacy—supporting families as they
navigated a system that often feels impenetrable, especially for those facing language barriers,
limited resources, or the marginalization that comes with being undocumented, disabled, or
low-income. | conducted interviews, reviewed school records, drafted legal advice, and
supported efforts ranging from individual representation to broader legislative outreach. These
day-to-day tasks were meaningful not because they were flashy, but because they helped equip
families with the tools and confidence to demand more for their children.

My favorite part of this summer has been the myriad conversations | have been able to have
with community members. | hate hearing about the injustices they are facing but | love giving
them the power to advocate for themselves and their children.

It's hard to overstate how much this summer affirmed why | came to law school. As a former
teacher, I've seen firsthand the systemic inequities students face. This summer, | got to stand
beside families as they pushed back. | also got to learn from brilliant, committed attorneys who
model what it means to do this work with both skill and deep care.
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I'm incredibly grateful to Equal Justice America for making this experience possible. EJA funds
law students like me to spend our summers in legal aid, expanding access to justice for those
who need it most. You can support their mission too by donating to my fundraiser:
https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/6375431

As | head into my next year of law school, I'm taking with me not only legal skills, but a renewed
sense of purpose and hope. I'm excited to share that I'll be returning to the Legal Aid Justice
Center this fall as a part-time extern, continuing to support the Youth Justice team and the
families we serve. Thank you to EJA, to LAJC, and to the families who trusted me. This summer
was not only the honor of my law school journey so far, it's just the beginning.



