
August 23, 2013

Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America
Building II, Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben,

Before this summer, I had almost no legal experience. I knew I wanted my first legal position to 
be with legal aid, helping provide legal services to indigent client. Alaska Legal Services Corporation in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, was the ideal location to accomplish this goal. Without funding from Equal Justice 
America, traveling to and working in Alaska would not have been feasible.

During my Summer Fellowship, I met with clients and gave simple legal advice. I also wrote 
motions, briefs, and research memoranda. I received excellent mentorship and guidance from my 
supervising attorney and accompanied him to court on many occasions. I worked on a variety of legal 
topics including family, housing and public benefit cases. My contributions allowed my supervising 
attorney to process more applications than would have been possible otherwise.

One client that stands out in my memory was an elderly gentleman who fell through the cracks of 
bureaucracy. His public benefits for in-home medical were terminated even though his condition had 
worsened. I was able to figure out that those benefits were mistakenly revoked for a significant amount of 
time and help the client appeal his case to the correct department. 

On the family law side of things, I worked with many victims of domestic violence seeking help 
with divorce and custody matters. I helped many clients fill out their divorce and custody complaints and 
answer questions about the appropriate legal procedures. In some cases, I helped clients know how and 
when to file protective orders against abusive partners. This work was fulfilling because I think some of 
the clients may not have been able to navigate the legal system on their own or would have given up if 
they couldn’t find help. I hope that these clients will be more secure in their home lives and feel more 
protected by the law after I served them.

My Summer Fellowship confirmed that legal aid is an important service that deserves more 
resources. It meant a lot to me to be able to contribute my small amount of time this summer and hope to 
give even more of my time in the future. I truly could not have asked for a better experience.

Thank You Kindly,

Caitlyn Evans
University of Washington School of Law
Class of 2015




