
Friday, August 16, 2013 

Dan Ruben, Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

Building II, Suite 204 

13540 East Boundary Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

 

 Americans for Immigrant Justice (“AI Justice”) is a non-profit immigration law firm that 

provides free, direct legal services to low-income immigrants, refugees, asylum-seekers, and 

crime victims in the Greater Miami Area.  I spent my summer internship with AI Justice working 

with the Detention Prevention Program headed by my supervisor, Attorney Franco Torres.  The 

Detention Prevention Program conducts Know-Your-Rights presentations and offers limited 

legal services to the detainees at two large immigration detention centers in the South Florida 

area, Krome Service Processing Center (“Krome”) and Broward Transitional Center (“BTC”).  

We are one of only two organizations that conduct these programs, and with over 700 detainees 

at BTC alone, we provide services to a drastically under-served population. 

 

 As an intern working in the Detention Prevention Program, I was tasked with interviewing 

male detainees at both Krome and BTC and determining their eligibility for different forms of 

immigration benefits.  After completing an intake survey with each detainee, I would first analyze 

whether he was eligible for conditional release from immigration detention.  For those low-

income immigrants detained at BTC, it is incredibly difficult to receive adequate health care, to 

communicate with family and other loved ones, to receive the services of a licensed attorney, 

and to participate in any meaningful way in their immigration proceedings.  On behalf of those 

immigrant detainees who were eligible for potential release from immigration custody, I worked 

together with BTC personnel and the individual’s family members and friends to submit an 

official request for release from immigration detention to Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE). 

 

 Mid-way through my ten-week internship with AI Justice, I met with “JV” at Broward 

Transitional Center.  JV is a 39-year-old man from Colombia.  After serving his obligatory 

service in the Colombian military, JV, his wife, and his two young daughters began receiving 

death threats from armed guerrilla groups he once fought against during his service.  JV told me 

how he fled to the United States because he was scared for his life and the lives of his family.  

When he recounted how his wife and two daughters were in hiding in Colombia, he almost 

broke down crying.  Because it is impossible to make long-distance calls from immigration 

detention, JV had no way of knowing if they were still alive.  In detention, JV suffered from 

insomnia, headaches, and extreme pain resulting from a broken tooth, an injury would occurred 

after his arrival at BTC and for which JV had repeatedly been denied any meaningful medical 

treatment.  JV was too poor to go through the difficult process of finding a private immigration 

attorney in South Florida and had no means of searching for a pro bono attorney within the 



confines of BTC.  In short, JV would be forced to pursue his asylum claim on his own—an 

extraordinarily daunting task for an individual suffering from psychological distress who speaks 

no English.  I worked with ICE personnel and secured JV’s release from immigration custody so 

that he could live at the South Florida home of his cousin, a U.S. Legal Permanent Resident.  

After his release, I also provided JV with information about the asylum application process and 

helped him search for a pro bono attorney to help him pursue his asylum claim in immigration 

court.  Now that JV is living with his cousin, he can communicate with his family in Colombia, 

more easily search for a pro bono attorney, and get much-needed psychological and medical 

care. 

 

 About a week after JV was released from immigration detention, I met with another 

individual at BTC named “FO.”  FO is a 25 year-old man from a country with a notorious history 

of violent intolerance to homosexuality. During our interview at BTC, FO told me that he had fled 

to the United States after his life was threatened in his home country by members of his 

community and even his own family because of his sexuality.  FO was scared and confused 

during our entire interview, and he told me that he had no understanding of why he was being 

held in immigration custody or how he could apply for asylum.  FO came to the United States 

with no money and had no friends or family in Florida that could help him search for or pay for 

an attorney to represent him in immigration court.  I worked with community organizers and ICE 

personnel to get FO released from immigration custody and relocated to New York City so that 

he could live with his family friend and look for a pro bono immigration attorney to help him file 

for asylum.  After getting released from BTC, I called FO several times to check in on his well-

being.   I simply could not believe the change in his voice and personality—FO was now happy, 

talkative, and optimistic about applying for asylum in immigration court. “Thank you, Miss Katie,” 

he repeated each time we spoke on the phone.   

 

The feelings of joy and fulfillment I experienced when I received the calls that JV and FO 

had been released from immigration detention were indescribable.  “If I could make this much of 

a difference in the lives of my clients as a law clerk, imagine what I could do as a licensed 

attorney,” I thought to myself.  When I first met with JV and FO, they were lonely, confused, and 

hopeless.  They were locked in a system that made it nearly impossible for them to make any 

legally-meaningful claim for asylum or to find an attorney that would help them do so.  After 

securing their release from immigration detention, providing them with information on asylum, 

and assisting in their search for pro bono attorneys, JV and FO have immeasurably increased 

their likelihood of receiving asylum.  They are now able to receive psychological and financial 

support from family and loved ones, and will have access to infinitely more resources as they 

apply for asylum in immigration court.  I feel privileged to have been given the opportunity to 

help them, and look forward to helping others in similar situations.  In short, my internship with 

AI Justice reaffirmed something I already knew:  I came to law school so that I could help 

individuals less fortunate than myself.  I felt personally and professionally fulfilled by the 

services I was able to provide JV and FO, and I look forward to pursuing a long and happy 

career helping others like them. 

 



Thank you again for your support and for helping me to pursue a career in public interest 

law.  My summer spent interning at Americans for Immigrant Justice was truly an exhilarating, 

eye-opening experience.  I cannot begin to express how grateful I am that Equal Justice 

America made it possible for me to dedicate my time and energy to such an amazing 

organization. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Katie Mullins 

University of Michigan Law School 

Juris Doctor Candidate, May 2015 

katiemu@umich.edu 
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