
Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice for America

Dear Mr. Ruben:

This summer I worked at the Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia (Legal 

Aid).  My experience at Legal Aid turned out to be one of the most rewarding 

experiences I have had in law school and convinced me that I want to pursue a career in 

providing civil legal services for low-income people.  I want to thank Equal Justice 

America for supporting me in both this opportunity and in my pursuit of a career in 

public interest law.

Legal Aid provides direct client services to low-income residents of the District of 

Columbia in a number of practice areas, including public benefits, consumer law, family 

law, and housing.  This summer I worked in the Housing and Landlord/Tenant Section, 

where I focused primarily on cases involving eviction, housing code violations, and 

foreclosure.  Throughout the summer, in addition to various legal research and writing 

projects, I was able to meet with clients, conduct housing inspections, attend meetings at 

the DC Housing Authority with other housing service providers, observe landlord-tenant 

court and the housing conditions calendar at DC Superior Court, and attend tenant 

association meetings.

The most meaningful moments of my summer involved working to make clients’ 

lives better in comprehensive ways outside of the courtroom.  One of my supervising 

attorney’s clients that I assisted has severe mental illness and physical disabilities that are 

causing him to be unable to keep his apartment in compliance with the sanitary 

conditions provision in his lease.  I assisted my supervising attorney in this client’s case 



by inspecting the apartment and taking photos, by researching and calling maid services 

that might be able to help the client keep his apartment clean, by calling supportive health 

service providers on his behalf, and by subpoenaing and collecting medical records. 

None of these tasks were necessarily “legal,” but all were an essential part of advocacy 

on behalf of the client.

I also found my interactions with clients themselves to be particularly rewarding 

and worthwhile experiences.  I was able to shadow intake, where an attorney conducts an 

initial interview of potential clients and finds out basic facts of the case in order to decide 

whether Legal Aid will take the case.  I also was able to shadow the “attorney of the 

day,” who picks up same-day cases in landlord-tenant court.  There, I interviewed one 

woman who was in tears about her eviction case.  The landlord was attempting to evict 

her based on a previous settlement agreement, which the landlord alleged she had 

violated.  She was inconsolable, mostly because she did not want to tell her son, who was 

coming home from college for the summer.  I interviewed her about the facts of the case 

and was able to calm her down before the attorney talked to her about the legal issues of 

her case.  Ultimately, the attorney was able to get the case dismissed.

My experience working at Legal Aid this summer made clear to me that my 

passion lies in direct client services.  I will be participating in the Neighborhood Law and 

Policy Clinic at GW this fall where I will be representing clients with similar issues as 

those of clients at Legal Aid.  I hope to continue this kind of work post-graduation from 

law school.  I want to thank Equal Justice America again for its support.

Sincerely,

Sonia Weil




