
 

August 31, 2014 

 

Mr. Dan Ruben 

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

13540 East Boundary Road 

Building II, Suite 204 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben: 

 This past summer I interned at the Legal Aid Society Prisoners’ Rights Project.  

As interns, we were assigned to work either with clients held in state or city facilities, and 

I was assigned to work with client held in state facilities. During my internship, I had the 

chance to observe and conduct my own client interviews, and write letters to advocate on 

behalf of clients. I also visited Rikers Island, and researched the availability of 

educational services for 16 to 21 year olds held in state custody. 

 Throughout the internship I was successful in helping some of my clients. For 

example, I wrote a letter on behalf of a client requesting that the correction staff grant 

him a deathbed visit. His sister had cancer, and doctors had informed her that she did not 

have a lot of time left to live. According to our client, when he tried to make a death bed 

visit request on his own, the staff member asked him to perform a sexual act in exchange 

for granting the request. Our client refused and as a result, he was denied the visit. He 

called our office minutes after the incident asking us to help him. He was understandably 

very upset and worried that he would not be able to visit his sister. I wrote a letter on his 

behalf and sent it to the appropriate staff member. He was not granted the deathbed visit 

and his sister passed away. I wrote another letter and called the correctional facility, and I 

was eventually successful in advocating on his behalf so that he could attend the funeral. 



It meant a lot to me knowing that I could help my client. Without the letters and 

phone calls, he probably would not have been able to attend his sister’s funeral. My client 

had the right to attend the funeral, but unfortunately while incarcerated without having 

someone to advocate on his behalf, a staff member could deny him this right. 

 Overall, this internship experience made me realize that it is possible to make a 

difference in our clients’ lives. It is not always easy because the office cannot bring a 

lawsuit to fight every injustice, but there are other ways to help our client. For example, I 

had some success writing letters advocating on behalf of my clients. Even when I was not 

successful, my clients were often grateful that someone was even willing to try to help 

them. Consequently, knowing that it is possible to make a difference, I am completely 

committed to a career in public interest law. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Thereza Osias 

University of Virginia School of Law  

J.D. Candidate, Class of 2015 


