
August 30, 2016 

 

Mr. Dan Ruben 

Executive Director 

Equal Justice America 

13540 E. Boundary Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Dear Mr. Ruben: 

 

I worked as a legal fellow with the Immigration Law Clinic at the Legal Aid Justice Center in 

Charlottesville, VA. The Immigration Law Clinic is run by Doug Ford who is on the faculty at 

UVA Law, and serves as the immigration law branch of the LAJC. As the summer legal fellow, I 

was tasked with working with Doug to continue the Clinic’s immigration law work. The Clinic 

represents LAJC’s immigration clients in all immigration/naturalization cases, and also refers out 

to other organizations for cases we do not cover. 

 

The majority of my work this summer involved helping clients obtain some form of immigration 

status in the United States. I worked on a variety of cases involving work authorization, U-Visa, 

T-Visa, asylum, legal permanent resident, and DS-260 applications. Almost all of our clients 

were Spanish-speaking, and came to the United States from Central America (Guatemala, 

Honduras, El Salvador). I interacted with our clients in a variety of manners (phone, email, in-

person meetings) for a variety of reasons (affidavits, interviews, case status, etc.). I was able to 

speak Spanish with all of our Spanish-speaking clients due to my proficiency in Spanish, and I 

think this was helpful in establishing some rapport. 

 

Working in immigration law, every case had a direct impact on the client’s future status in the 

United States. Several of our clients had come to the United States through improper means 

(entry without inspection), so a great deal of our work centered around helping them overcome 

those issues and navigate the complex immigration hurdles along with interacting with the 

Immigration Court and USCIS. In order to overcome admissibility issues, we often applied for 

waivers for our clients that allow them to still qualify for immigration status. This requires 

portraying our client in the most positive light in order to merit a positive weighing of the 

equities in the government’s eyes.  

 

Specifically, I worked with one woman who has been in the United States since 1993. She 

arrived too late to qualify for NACARA, and has been renewing her TPS since 2000 after losing 

her asylum case in California. She has three daughters in the United States (all U.S. citizens), and 

works 14 hours per day to support her children and grandchildren. We helped her renew her TPS 

application and then subsequently file her legal permanent resident application. Additionally, I 

worked with another woman who was the victim of domestic abuse and filed a U Visa 

application so that she can apply for legal permanent residence in 3 years. The same woman has 

two children who previously had failed asylum applications, and we helped them reopen their 

applications and obtain work authorization in the meantime. Another client had fled Afghanistan, 

and the Clinic had previously obtained her asylum and this summer we filed her legal permanent 

residence application. 



 

Dealing with immigration law put me in direct contact with immigrants whose family and future 

hung in the balance. It not only gave me firsthand legal experience that will help me going 

forward, but also gave me great perspective on immigration law and policy in the United States 

and what it means to serve those in need. Every single one of our clients that I worked with this 

summer barely had sufficient money to support their families, let alone the thousands of dollars 

for an attorney and required to submit applications to USCIS. The Legal Aid Justice Center 

serves an important role in promoting the needs of those without access to the necessary legal 

resources to protect their rights. I am fortunate to have been a part of the Clinic at LAJC and look 

forward to serving my community again in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Grant Page 

University of Virginia School of Law, Class of 2018 


