August 10, 2018

Dan Ruben
Executive Director
Equal Justice America

Dear Mr. Ruben:

My summer fellowship has been an exhilarating experience. | write to express both my gratitude
to Equal Justice America for this opportunity as well as to explain all that | have learned from
my fellowship with the Women’s Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh.

This summer I had the extraordinary opportunity to work with the Women’s Center & Shelter’s
legal department, the Civil Law Project. The Civil Law Project represents plaintiffs in Protection
from Abuse (PFA) cases. Our clients are required to be lower income individuals who are in
need of protection from either a current or former intimate partner. From the beginning of the
PFA process till the end, we represent our clients through every aspect that our resources allow.
For example, because a Final PFA Order has been issued by the court does not mean our work
may end with that client. They may need help with child or spousal support or their divorce
matters. The attorneys | worked with are very diligent and thorough and provided a terrific
example of the type of work ethic every attorney should have, especially in such a delicate area
of law. | had the opportunity to complete various tasks throughout my summer here, which
exemplified these attorneys’ zealous work ethic.

Throughout my time with the Civil Law Project, | was able to complete various assignments,
which helped me improve as a law student and which will most assuredly also help me succeed
as a future lawyer. During my time here, | have interviewed clients both in-person and on the
phone, I have helped represent them during the entirety of their PFA cases, | have explained to
them the differences between the various orders they could obtain through PFA court, and | have
even negotiated cases with defendants. Additionally, | have filled out every type of possible
order for PFA Court and discussed with our clients what the process looks like after they receive
their PFA Court Order. Furthermore, | have drafted numerous types of legal documents for the
Civil Law Project attorneys. For example, | have drafted various petitions such as Petition for
Civil Contempt, Petition to Dismiss Exceptions, Petition to Reinstate, Petition to Enforce, as well
as various motions; for example, Motions to Withdraw. I’ve also improved my communication
skills by interacting with and contacting various people throughout my time here, such as,
various police departments as well as clients and defendants. | have contacted both via phone
calls as well as through contact letters. Overall, | would describe my experience here as
invaluable.



I am forever grateful to Equal Justice America because your generosity permitted me to work for
the Civil Law Project of the Women’s Center & Shelter. Before my internship, | never thought |
would be interested in family law. After my internship, however, I am not only interested in
family law, but could see myself doing exactly this type of work as a future lawyer. This work is
both very fulfilling and very rewarding. | am eternally grateful for this opportunity | had this
summer and look forward to working in the same area of law in my future endeavors.

Thank you again for the generosity and opportunity you have given me this summer. It is a
summer I will truly never forget.

Sincerely,

Elise Hahn

Duquesne University School of Law
Class of 2019
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Ms. Emma Ruben

Equal Justice America
Building II, Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112

August 31, 2018
Dear Ms. Ruben:

Please allow this letter to serve as an evaluation for Ms. Elise Hahn who recently
completed a fellowship with the Women’s Center and Shelter Civil Law Project through the
Allegheny County Bar Foundation and Equal Justice America. Elise will continue to be in our
office during the fall semester as a law clerk through the Duquesne University School of Law.

The Women'’s Center and Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh (WC&S) is one of the four
domestic violence shelters in Allegheny County. The Agency’s mission is to end violence in the
lives of women and children. Annually, WC&S serves over 7,500 women and children with a
variety of free services including a 24 hour hotline; a confidential emergency shelter; counseling
for women and children; legal and medical systems advocacy; refugee, immigrant and limited
English speaking services; and prevention education. The Civil Law Project (CLP) is a small
non-profit legal services program within WC&S which represents low-income victims of
intimate partner violence in legal matters related to justice, autonomy, restoration and safety.

Presently, CLP has a paralegal, three staff attorneys, a supervising attorney and a Chief
Legal Officer. Each staff attorney is assigned his or her own individual cases which are
monitored by the supervisory attorney, who also maintains her own caseload. In addition, CLP
meets regularly to review the cases as a group, to discuss new laws and policy, to address current
issues regarding domestic violence and to tackle systems advocacy. The majority of the cases
accepted by CLP are related to family law matters such as protection from abuse, custody,
support and divorce.

Women's Center and Shelter Civil Law Project is a 501(c)(3) organization effective May 3, 2007. Its parent organization

is the Women's Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh, a 501(c)(3) organization effective May 2, 1974. The official registration
and financial information of both organizations may be obtained by calling the Pennsylvania Department of State at
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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As a fellow with CLP, Elise has had the opportunity to work closely with the attorneys on
many of these types of cases. While completing this work, the assigned staff attorney supervised
Elise and offered both written and verbal feedback on her work product. In addition to the legal
research, Elise also learned about the dynamics of domestic violence and the overall work of
WC&S.

During her stay with CLP, Elise embarked upon a variety of assignments. Elise assisted
CLP with drafting such pleadings as Petitions for Special Relief and Petitions for Civil Contempt
in custody matters; a Petition to Dismiss Exceptions in a child/spousal support matter; a Petition
to Reinstate in a divorce matter; and several Petitions to Withdraw as Counsel upon CLP’s full
resolution of a case. She has conducted extensive research on issues related to workers
compensation in equitable distribution matters, eviction and exclusive possession in PFA cases,
entitlement defenses to alimony pendite lite, and legal guardianship in custody matters. She also
assisted in the preparation of numerous PFA cases, which included calling clients and
interviewing them prior to the hearings, attending the hearings, drafting orders and negotiating
final resolutions. She attended and participated in Women’s Center and Shelter police training
for new recruits with the City of Pittsburgh Police Department and throughout her time with
CLP, she has been a regular participant in case management meetings and trainings, including
trainings on the Protection from Abuse Act and the dynamics of domestic violence.

Elise is kind and genuine. She is curious about people and the law. She is dependable
and willing to take on any assignment given to her which she finishes in a timely manner. Her
questions are always relevant and reflective and her responses are thoughtful. Elise has shown
strength in her research skills and we have particularly enjoyed her interest in this very sensitive
and trauma filled area of the law. Elise has undoubtedly exceeded the expectations of this
supervising attorney and has been a benefit to the Project and this Agency. We are very excited
to have her back with us for the fall semester and look forward to working with her for the next
few months.

Sabrina Korbel
Attorney at Law

cc: Elise Hahn



