
Dan Ruben 
Executive Director, Equal Justice America 
 
August 25, 2018 
 
Dear Mr. Ruben, 
 
 I spent my summer working at LAF (formerly Legal Assistance Foundation). LAF provides 
services in a multitude of areas including housing, immigration, consumer benefits, public 
benefits, and children and families. I worked for the children and families practice group which 
provides support for family law and education law cases. I worked with the family law division 
which provides services for divorce, parental decision making (formerly custody), and orders of 
protection for survivors of domestic violence.  
 

I spent ten weeks at LAF assisting people with their divorces. I spent most of my summer 
writing pleadings for divorce cases including marital settlement agreements and allocation of 
parental responsibility agreements. One of the best parts of my summer was the ability to 
stand up in court. I had my 711 license which provided me the opportunity to go to court alone 
for statuses and simple motions. My favorite part standing up in court was being able to do 
prove-ups. A prove-up is the final step in a divorce where the parties prove to the judge 
verbally that they have resolved all issues within the divorce including issues of spousal 
support, dividing marital property and debts, and figuring out allocation of parental 
responsibilities.  

 
 One case that was particularly impactful for me this summer was a case concerning a 
Hague Petition. This type of case typically happens when one parent retains or removes a child 
across international borders.  I did the initial intake for this petition and we accepted the case, 
conducted two depositions, wrote our answer and motions, and put together all the materials 
for trial in under a week. This was a whirl-wind of a case and fortunately the judge found in our 
favor. It gave me great experience to see a case from beginning to end as well as what a bench 
trial at the federal level looks like. I also learned about a new area of law in under a week. My 
supervisor allowed me a great amount of responsibility in the case and I truly felt like a member 
of the team. 
 
 I enjoyed working at LAF over the summer. I have always had an interest working to 
help children and families and this internship just reaffirmed my desire to work in the public 
interest sector. I was able to learn more about family law, improve my legal skills, and network 
with a group of fantastic attorneys. I am grateful for the financial support that Equal Justice 
America provides so that law students like myself are able to pursue a career in public interest. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jaclyn Ellwein 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law 
J.D. Candidate of 2019  




