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Entry 1: Week of 6/11/2018
#EJAFellowUpdate
As part of my fellowship, I will be sharing updates about my internship at HIAS PA this summer. I am
excited to be working with and learning from such smart, kind, and passionate folks. Over the past
couple weeks, I have had the privilege of listening to the stories of brave, resilient women and
children who escaped horrific violence and abuse in Central America and drafting their affidavits for
asylum cases. This past Thursday in immigration court, I witnessed a scared teenager bravely
advocate for herself without a lawyer and later learned that the immigration judge had gone above
and beyond the scope of his duty to connect her to much-needed services. In the midst of these
unsettling times, it was truly inspiring to witness the girl’s courage and persistence, as well as the
judge’s compassion and humanity.

Entry 2: Week of 6/25/2018
#EJAFellowUpdate
As part of my internship at HIAS Pennsylvania, I observed a Know Your Rights presentation and
helped with intake interviews at a shelter that houses migrant children in Pennsylvania. I met a 3
year old, a 5 year old, and an 8 year old who had been separated from their mothers after entering
the U.S. In these troubling times, it is more important than ever to speak up and combat injustice.

Entry 3: Week of 7/30/2018
#EJAFellowUpdate
In this current climate of xenophobia and hostility towards immigrants, the need for immigration legal
services has never been higher. During intake on a Tuesday afternoon, HIAS Pennsylvania received
42 voicemails in less than 1.5 hours from potential clients seeking legal assistance. During that time
span, the receptionist, staff, and interns were continuously answering the phone and conducting
intake screenings. Although HIAS Pennsylvania and other organizations are operating at maximum
capacity, the need for services still far outstrips organizational capacity.

Entry 4: Week of 8/20/2018
#EJAFellowUpdate
For the past couple months, it has been an honor, pleasure, and privilege to intern at HIAS
Pennsylvania under the supervision of the wonderful Stephanie Lubert. Stephanie has shown me
how to be a resourceful and effective advocate and how to navigate the highs and lows of
advocating on the frontlines of U.S. immigration law for asylum seekers, especially in these scary
and unpredictable times. I would like to thank Equal Justice America, HIAS Pennsylvania,
and Stephanie Lubert for this unforgettable opportunity and experience. Please consider supporting
EJA so that law students like me can continue to intern at public interest organizations doing
important and much-needed work.

