
October 4th, 2018 

Dan Ruben  
Executive Director 
Equal Justice America   
13450 East Boundary Road, Building II, Suite 204 
Midlothian, VA 23112 

Dear Mr. Ruben, 

I am writing to thank you for funding my summer in Washington, D.C. this year. I spent a 
phenomenal ten weeks at The Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law and would gladly promote 
the internship to anyone interested in mental health, disability rights, or criminal justice reform.  

I was assigned to the policy and legal advocacy team, which is directed by Jennifer Mathis. She 
operated as my direct supervisor for the summer along with Bethany Lilly, who exclusively 
manages the policy docket at the Center. I had the exclusive opportunity to work on this team as 
the sole intern for their projects, which was a special honor.  

Over the summer, I engaged in significant policy work. Most of my time was spent reviewing 
proposed policies and drafting comments. This included comments on proposed Department of 
Transportation regulation, proposed Medicaid waivers, and on specific statutes such as GINA, 
which covers genetic information.  

In terms of litigation, I was assigned to three cases that were on Mrs. Mathis’ docket. One was a 
traditional deinstitutionalizon case that had been settled and was in the monitoring phase. The 
second was a supported employment case that was in the plaintiff-finding phase. My final case 
was a novel criminal-justice case which was in the very beginning phases of development.  

Finally, I participated in several presentations and conferences. I assisted with planning for a 
hearing in front of the Maryland State Advisory Commission on Civil Rights, involving outreach to 
family members and other attorneys. I wrote and designed a presentation that was given at a 
national conference on homelessness in veterans. Lastly, I presented at a coalition meetings 
about reasonable accommodations in federal government agencies and concerns with a lack of 
EEOC enforcement in front of organizations such as the National Disability Rights Network. 

The Bazelon Center has only one branch of individual direct services, which is their campus 
mental health project. Through this project, I connected with students across the country and 
drafted a model policy for campus mental health. I also had two of my own clients for this project. 
For one, I conducted intake, performed research, and eventually referred to outside counsel. For 
the other, I performed the entire representation, determining the proper relief and eventually 
providing advice and a demand letter for his campus. 

Being in D.C. meant I was working with students from the top law schools around the country, in 
the presence of the giants of civil rights law during an interesting political moment. For example, 
I reviewed Judge Kavanaugh’s entire case record and co-authored a summary that ended up 
being passed around to many other disability organizations. It was a truly phenomenal 
experience!   

Best wishes, 

Caitlin Machell  




