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Entry 1:  
Today I finished my second week at the Immigration Center for Women and Children. It has been amazing to 
work out of “El Edificio de Mujeres”. Every space in the building is built to create a community for underserved 
communities. I see immigration services, mental health clinics, and Zumba classes at the center. Since I am 
working with ICWC I help with immigration services.  
 
This is the first time I worked with U-Visas. U-Visas are offered to individuals who have suffered a serious crime 
in the U.S and have cooperated with law enforcement. I learned more about them and the way the organization 
conducts their process the first week.  
 
The second week I was able to conduct my own appointments for “Request for Further Evidence”. This is my 
favorite part. Since I come from a mix-status family I know the anxiety of constantly worrying someone is going 
to be taken away from you by ICE. Every time I help someone, I think of family members. 
 
This three day weekend I’m excited to spend it with family and even more excited for the upcoming weeks! I’ll 
keep y’all updated! 
 

 
Entry 2:  
It has been a hectic two weeks! I was scheduled to conduct Declaration Appointments, Work Authorization 
Renewal Appointments, Request for Further Evidence Appointments, and a translation of an Adjustment of 
Status Interview for a VAWA recipient. I was meeting with at least one client every day, and I loved it. I think 



 

being able to see a client face to face and hear their story solidifies my passion for what I am doing. I enjoy how 
friendly they are and hearing their stories, not just immigration stories, but about their children, their dreams, 
aspirations, and fears. I only meet with them for an hour or two, but I learn so much from them. My favorite 
was being able to translate an Adjustment of Stats Interview. The interview only last about 25 to 30 minutes but 
that is all it takes for someone to be granted or denied the ability to be a Permanent Resident.  I am looking 
forward to receiving good news for our client and looking forward to meeting and learning from our clients and 
from senior attorneys. I will keep you all updated! Please consider donating to Equal Justice America so that my 
work, and the work of my peers, may continue. https://lnkd.in/gPtWVti Equal Justice America Santa Clara 
University School of Law 

 

 
Entry 3:  
It been a busy two weeks! Immigration had changed the police certification forms and said any certifications 
done on the old forms would only be valid through July 2, 2019. Many of our clients had the old certification 
which meant we were working on sending their U-visa in before the deadline. You need to have a police 
certification for a U-Visa and we could not guarantee the police would certify the same report twice. Which 
meant all hands on deck for declarations appointments, final appointments, and document collection. It was 
stressful to say the least. Today, however, we were told the certifications would now be valid until January 2020! 
Definitely lifted a huge weight off our and our client’s shoulders. We now have time to spread out their 
appointments and they have more time to collect their documents.  
 

 
Entry 4:  
My summer internship is almost over and this is my last update post! I feel I learned a lot about U-Visas. The 
hardest thing about them for me has been the wait time. It’s been rough telling clients who ask about their case 
that USCIS is still working on cases filed in April 2015. One of our clients wanted to be able to come in and out 
of the country to see her parents and now that she’s so close to being able to do it, her parents are no longer 
living. It’s also hard to let new clients know they won’t get a decision on their case for 5-9 years. Life doesn’t 
wait and they have no choice but to wait and live in fear for those years. I am grateful for being able to be if 
assistance and I hope one day I will be able to do more. Thank you for keeping up with my updates! Please 
consider donating to Equal Justice America so that my work, and the work of my peers, may continue.  
 

 


