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Keeping a Family Together

I knew I would like this family from the first time I met with them. There is Vanessa 
the mom, Raul the dad, and their three kids: Pedro, Kyle, and Emma. Only Vanessa 
and Raul attended the first meeting because the kids were at school. I worked with 
Vanessa on her application for work authorization and was immediately touched by 
her warm smile and radiating gratitude. Her husband Raul is a devoted husband and 
father, making sure to ask all of the right questions and planning for the family’s 
future. At our next meeting, Pedro came along. Pedro has a brain disorder, which 

affects his ability to speak, move, and walk. But this did not prevent him from 
flashing me a big smile and excitedly waving hello from the waiting room. I would 
eventually meet Kyle and Emma as well. One on occasion, Emma, who is usually 
reserved and downcast, was delighted to show me a photo the family’s adorable 
yellow Labrador puppy that her father had just given them for Christmas. This 
beautiful family, consisting of four U.S. citizens, one who is a returned U.S. Army 
veteran, is only one decision away from being torn apart. 

Vanessa came to the United States in the early 2000s because at age three, 
Pedro needed a life-saving surgery. Several years later, Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) reinstated a prior removal order that Vanessa received in the 90s. 
Vanessa has been required to check-in with ICE every year since then. At these yearly 
check-ins, an ICE official determines whether Vanessa should be permitted to stay in 
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"WE LISTENED TO SOME HEARTBREAKING STORIES 
THAT DAY. WE ALSO WITNESSED TREMENDOUS 

ACTS OF BRAVERY AS ONE BY ONE, THE CLIENTS 
OPENED UP AND TRUSTED US WITH THEIR PAST."

It was still dark outside when we pulled into the
parking lot. My morning coffee hadn’t quite
kicked in yet as I stumbled into the small,
brightly lit waiting room of a non-profit
organization that works with survivors of
domestic violence on Maryland’s Eastern
Shore. As I looked around, I was surprised to
see how many people had shown up. The room
was filled with women waiting for an
immigration consultation. Some made eye
contact with us and smiled kindly. Others
looked anxious and kept their heads down.
They all had suffered greatly and were looking
for some relief.  

In this part of the state, legal immigration representation is hard to come by. Most of the
private attorneys that do exist are out of the question for survivors of domestic violence
because of the cost. That is why Ayuda teamed up with this local non-profit organization
to provide free immigration consultations for 15 of the organization’s clients. I had the
privilege of assisting with five of these consultations led by an Ayuda attorney.  
 
Needless to say, we listened to some heartbreaking stories that day. We also witnessed
tremendous acts of bravery as one by one, the clients opened up and trusted us with
their past. I was amazed but not surprised by the resilience demonstrated by these
women as they continue to work hard at often difficult jobs to provide for themselves
and their families. What was surprising, however, was that most of them actually did
have a viable form of immigration relief and did not even know it.  

This beautiful family, consisting of four U.S. citizens, one who is a 
returned U.S. Army veteran, is only one decision away from being 
torn apart.
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the country for one more year, or whether she should be removed and sent back to 
her home country. As you can imagine, this causes a tremendous amount of stress and 
uncertainty for the family. So much so that many of them suffer from depression and 
anxiety. Vanessa’s biggest fear is that she will lose her son Pedro and not be with him 
to say goodbye. Pedro will need another surgery within the next few years. The first 
surgery was life-threatening and was the cause of Pedro’s brain disfunction. Vanessa 
worries that this could happen again, and that Pedro would not survive. She said that 
every mother should be with their child as they die. 

For the past several months, I have been working with Vanessa and her family to 
prepare an application for deferred action, which is an appeal to ICE to use its 
discretion to allow Vanessa to remain in the U.S. with her family. We have already 
received letters of support from Kyle and Emma’s schools, describing the crucial role 
that Vanessa plays in their education and examples of times when she has advocated 
for their educational needs. We received a letter of support from a U.S. Congressman, 
outlining the irreplaceable role that Vanessa plays in taking care of her U.S. citizen 
children, especially Pedro who stays home full time and needs constant attention. 
We have compiled stacks of medical and school reports which speak to how much 
Vanessa’s family members need her love, care, and support. This Spring, we will 
accompany Vanessa to the ICE office and will find out whether the official will allow 
her to stay in the U.S. If so, Vanessa will have to start compiling all this information all 
over again for her next check-in. She will always remain in a constant state of limbo 
and uncertainty, and so will the rest of her family. 

Although there is currently not a more stable and long-term solution for Vanessa and 
her family, they have been encouraged by the support of Congressional and Senator’s 
offices, as well as teachers and school administrators. We are hopeful that Vanessa 
will be able to remain in the U.S. with her family for at least another year. In the 
meantime, we will continue to research alternative means of relief for Vanessa and 
hope that the laws will start to become more compassionate in the future, especially 
when it comes to keeping a family together
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Quarter Initiatives: 
The focus of my work this quarter has been direct representation of clients with 
various immigration matters, including working to obtain visas for victims of domestic 
violence, working to get a green card for a victim of sex trafficking and for her five 
family members, and working on an application so a mother with four U.S. citizen 
children and a U.S. citizen army veteran spouse can remain in the United States. 

Client’s Served: 
U Visa Certification Requests = 6
A U Visa is for victims of certain crimes that occurred in the United States. I have been 
working on three U visa cases for domestic violence victims who live on Maryland’s 
eastern shore. The first step in getting a U visa is obtaining a certification from an 
authority confirming that the individual was in fact the victim of the crime, and 
that they were helpful in the detection, investigation, or prosecution of the crime. I 
drafted two U visa certification requests for each of my three cases. The requests were 
sent to various law enforcement, judicial, and prosecutorial agencies and included 
a cover letter explaining the crime and the victim’s helpfulness, the certification 
form, and supporting evidence. I have also had to educate law enforcement, judges, 
and prosecutors about their authority to be U visa certifying agencies, as many are 
unfamiliar with this form of immigration relief. I have advocated using federal and 
local law, as well as DHS guidelines to demonstrate why my clients are eligible for U 
visa certifications. One of my clients received a U visa certification, and the requests 
for the other two clients are still pending.  

The first step in getting a U visa is obtaining a certification 
from an authority confirming that the individual was in fact the 
victim of the crime, and that they were helpful in the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of the crime .  I have [ ] had to 
educate law enforcement, judges, and prosecutors about their 
authority to be U visa certifying agencies, as many are unfamiliar 
with this form of immigration relief.
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Asylum brief = 1
Asylum is a remedy for those who fear persecution in their home countries. Due 
to recent decisions from the courts and the attorney general, asylum is becoming 
increasingly more difficult to win. I prepared a legal brief outlining how this client 
qualifies for each of the asylum requirements, arguing multiple different basis. 
The client’s asylum application is pending with the asylum office. I have also been 
compiling reports on the conditions of the client’s country of origin to be used as 
evidence to prove her persecution. 

DACA Renewal applications = 1
I submitted one DACA renewal request, which was approved. The client now has two 
more years of work authorization and is protected from being removed from her 
home for the past 17 years due to deportation. 

Consultations = 3
I met with three different clients to conduct an initial consultation. A consultation 
involves screening for all of the major forms of immigration relief and bars to relief. 
After going through all of the questions, I assessed the client’s options and advised 
them on forms of relief that they may qualify for based on what they have shared. I 
later discussed each case with the Ayuda immigration team and followed up with the 
client accordingly. 

Request for Evidence response = 1
I worked with a client to prepare a response to a request for more evidence from 
USCIS. In this case, the client’s derivative beneficiary no longer qualified for relief. I 
discussed this in depth with the client and worked with him to write an affidavit to 
withdraw the petition for his derivative beneficiary. 

Adjustment of Status applications = filed 4, working on 7 more
I have been working with several clients to adjust from either a U visa (for victims of 
crimes) or a T visa (for victims of human trafficking) to lawful permanent resident 
status (green card). 

In December, I submitted four of these applications which I had been working on 
during the first quarter. I have been working on seven more adjustment of status 
applications. One is for the daughter of a victim of a crime, and the other is for a 
family of six where one member was a victim of sex trafficking. Each adjustment of 
status application has involved:
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• Conducting an initial consultation with client, during which we discuss eligibility 
for relief, the process of adjusting to permanent resident status, possible costs, and 
foreseeable challenges

• Meeting with client to go over contract for legal services
• Filling out the adjustment of status, fee waiver, work authorization, and travel 

authorization applications
• Meeting with the client to go over the information in each of the applications
• Writing a cover letter that outlines the client’s eligibility
• Working with the clients to write personal statements
• Sorting and organizing clients’ supporting documents (tax forms, pay stubs, utility 

bills, letters from employers and therapists, school report cards, police reports, 
arrest records, etc.)

FOIA requests = 1
I worked with a client who is abroad to submit FOIA requests to USCIS, EOIR, and CBP. 
Information obtained from these results will enable us to determine whether the 
client will be able to immigrate to the U.S. and if so, under what form of entry. 

Deferred Action Request = 1
Deferred action is something that ICE can give to certain people who should be 
deported, but there are compelling reasons why they should be permitted to remain 
here in the US. Deferred action is usually granted for a year, and then the person 
will have to re-apply. I have been working on a deferred action request for a client 
who has four U.S. citizen children and a U.S. citizen army veteran spouse. Preparing a 
deferred action request has involved:

• Contacting the schools of three of the client’s children, working with school 
administrators to get copies of the children’s IEPs and progress reports, as well as a 
letter of support from the school.

• Contacting one US representative and one US senator to obtain letters of support/
inquiries

• Gathering and sorting medical records for the client and her family members
• Gathering and sorting identity documents and certificates
• Writing a cover letter which outlines the reasons why the client deserves deferred 

action
• Working with the clients to write personal statements

Total clients helped: 22
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Success: 
1. For the deferred action case, obtaining letters of support from two schools and 

working closely with the senator and representative’s offices to obtain letters of 
support for our client.

2. Independently conducting client consultations and improving at my ability to 
explain forms of relief to the client or potential client.

3. Working efficiently on adjustment of status applications and submitting them in a 
timely manner so clients will receive their green cards as soon as possible.

Challenges:
1. Working with courts and law enforcement officials to obtain U visa certifications; 

encountering lack of familiarity with the U visa certification process, finding ways 
to explain how my client qualifies for a U visa certification. 

2. Working with clients who go AWOL or otherwise fail to communicate due to not 
having a phone or phone number or being at work for long hours during the day; 
being limited in ability to progress in their case due to lack of communication

3. Dealing with changing laws that provide extra obstacles for clients

Goals for upcoming quarter: 

1. Work on an SIJS application 
2. Work on a T visa and/or VAWA application
3. Observe attorneys in court and interviews 
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