
 
 

Summer 2020 EJA Fellow:  
 

 

 

Name: Diana Arroyo 

Law School: Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

Organization: Legal Aid Chicago 

 

 

 

Week of June 15th 

As some of you know, I am a law student at Loyola University Chicago School of Law and I was 

selected as a 2020 Equal Justice America fellow and I am currently working at Legal Aid 

Chicago! As part of my fellowship, I will be posting updates about my internship throughout the 

summer.  

 

Legal Aid Chicago is the largest legal aid organization in Chicago, and the majority of our clients 

are low-income (85%) and people of color (87%). I am currently working under the Children 

and Families practice group and get to focus on divorce cases (which I absolutely LOVE)! Most 

of the clients that I work with are monolingual Spanish speaking and often have experienced a 

lot of trauma. I get the opportunity to conduct intakes, draft motions, and conduct legal 

research to best serve our clients through this difficult time.  

 

Without funding from organization like Equal Justice America, many law students would be 

unable to work at nonprofits that provide free legal services. I know with COVID money is very 

tight, but now more than ever it’s important that we make the legal system accessible to all. 

Please consider donating to EJA, donations will not only help fund fellows. 

 
Week of July 6th 

This is my second EJA Fellow Update! Like previously mentioned, I am a rising 3L law student 

at Loyola University Chicago School of Law (one more year of law school- YAY!) and was 

selected as a 2020 Equal Justice America Fellow to work at Legal Aid Chicago. 

Since my last post a month ago, I have been able to use my 711 Law Clerk License to step up in 

court to represent clients. Although I was excited to go to court this summer, it has still been an 

interesting and rewarding experience to attend and observe attorneys during hearings and be 

able to also represent clients in virtual court! I have also been able to sharpen my legal writing 



 

skills by conducting legal research and by drafting parental agreements and petitions for child 

support and maintenance.  

 

Working for an organization like Legal Aid Chicago that serves primarily low-income clients 

would not be possible if it wasn’t for the funding from organizations like Equal Justice America. 

I am thankful for this organization because it gives the experience to not only further my legal 

career but also increase the accessibility of our court system for the most vulnerable. Please 

consider donating to Equal Justice America so that future law students can continue to pursue a 

legal career representing vulnerable populations.  

 
Week of July 27th 

This is my third EJA Fellow Update! Like previously mentioned, I am a rising 3L law student at 

Loyola University Chicago School of Law and was selected as a 2020 Equal Justice America 

Fellow to work at Legal Aid Chicago 

 

Since my last post a month ago, I have been able to sharpen my writing skills by writing a cross 

examination for a hostile witness, a closing for a hearing, and a motion to modify a parenting 

plan. I have also been able to continue to use my 711 license and I am becoming more 

comfortable speaking in court.  

 

Please consider donating to Equal Justice America so that future law students can continue to 

pursue a legal career representing vulnerable populations.  

 
Week of August 10th 

This is my fourth and last EJA Fellow Update! Although I officially completed my summer 

internship at #LegalAidChicago a couple of weeks ago, today I had the opportunity to conduct 

the cross examination of a hostile witness I prepared while being a summer intern. I spent 30 

minutes sweating through my blazer while trying to keep my questions organized, listening to 

the answers, thinking of objections and making sure that my cat did not run in front of my 

screen! It has definitely been an experience working remotely and using my 711 license to step 

up in Zoom court, but I am so thankful for the experiences I received and the attorneys I had 

the opportunity to learn from the last eight months. I am going to miss them!  

 

Like previously mentioned, I am a 3L law student at Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

and was selected as a 2020 Equal Justice America Fellow this past summer. Obtaining real 

world legal experience during law school is not always easy, especially at nonprofits 

organizations. If it was not for organizations like Equal Justice America, these opportunities 

would not be possible. Please consider donating to Equal Justice America so that future law 

students can continue to pursue a legal career representing vulnerable populations.  

 


