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Update 1:  
The first two weeks of my internship have been extremely enlightening. I have been able to see community 
lawyering in action! On the day-to-day, the AOU team helps the Asian community with brief legal services such 
as answering legal questions, helping with UI claims, and even just being there for the community members 
where problems don't necessarily require legal solutions. Some of the AOU staff members have talked about the 
Asian Outreach Unit as the "village elder," and I love that concept. When community members don't know 
where to turn, AOU will at least point them in the right direction. I believe that is an extremely important role 
to play, especially in communities that have language barrier issues and general unfamiliarity with how the 
American system works. I have also been able to engage with many clients and play an active role in helping 
particularly Vietnamese community members. I have started on larger projects that encompass what it really 
means to do community lawyering such as anti-displacement movements in Chinatown and Dorchester. These 
are really important issues that have a huge effect on the members within the community, but it is also an issue 
that we are seeing nationally. It is very interesting to see how we can learn from other cultural districts and states 
in strategizing how to fight gentrification and developments that don't benefit the existing communities. I'm 
very excited to continue with this project and see what kind of impact we can make on the community. 

 
Update 2:  
Recently, I've been assisting with immigration clients. With July 4th I've been thinking about what it means to 
be a citizen and how privileged I am to be a citizen of the US. Specifically, we spoke to someone who was 
deported back to Cambodia for his non-violent criminal history. He made some bad choices, and some of the 
crimes he pled guilty to he did not do. At the time, he was young, his mother just passed, he was in a system that 
was completely foreign to him, and he was completely unaware of the consequences to his immigration status. 
GBLS AOU is now communicating with a man on the other side of the planet to help reunite him with his 
family. While the work we're doing may not be easy, it's incredibly important to fight for those who may not 

 



 

otherwise be able to fight for themselves. It is also inspiring to connect with him because he still has hope and 
wants to fight. When he is reunited with his family, the work will all be worth it. 

 
Update 3:  
This week some other interns and I will be starting work on a Mental Health Initiative in the Asian Outreach 
Unit at GBLS. Primarily we will be identifying resources and potential community partners to connect with our 
clients and the greater community in general. AOU has seen a rise in need for these types of resources, so the 
team decided to tackle that need. I also attended a race equity meeting where we discussed community 
lawyering and what it means to do race equity work in that context. Something that stuck with me is that 
community lawyering is not about telling the community what they need but giving power to the community 
and letting the community tell us what they need. Then it's our job to help them achieve those goals whether it 
be through litigation or through organizing. I really am seeing that in play at this internship. Community 
members are coming to us for certain issues, and where we recognize the need but do not have sufficient 
resources, we tackle it head on. We did not have many mental health resources to provide our clients, so we are 
working to change that, so we can effectively help our community and give them what they need to thrive. 

 
Entry 4:  
In my last week of the internship, I interviewed a Cambodian client who is seeking a pardon for his crimes in 
Connecticut in efforts to avoid a deportation order. As a first-generation Vietnamese-American, I know my 
moms emigration story and how it’s impacted her life, but it’s one of the few stories that I know. The 
interviewee’s story vastly differs from my mom’s story. His mom and stepfather dealt with their own personal 
trauma and could not provide him with the love and support he needed to succeed. As a result, he got into a 
little bit of trouble and fell in with the wrong crowd. However, by the time he reached 16 or 17 years old, he 
realized that the life he was leading was not the life he wanted to have, so he made the conscious decision to 
change all of that. He described it as “trying on a new set of clothes.” Now he is happily married for 20 years and 
has 4 kids that he loves dearly. Being deported now for the crimes he committed as a child is a double 
punishment, and it would not just punish him, it would punish his wife, his children, and the community 
members that he supports. As a child he did not have the knowledge or guidance to navigate life, let alone the 
American legal system. Now, the Greater Boston Legal Services office is doing what we can to help him. It has 
been motivating and inspiring. It is also interesting because we get to how this immigration work plays out in 
the grand scheme of things. We advocate with local politicians to help the clients on an individual level, but at 
the same time impact policies at the federal level.  


